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DIVISIONS AND BUREAUS

POLICY BUREAUS AND MISSIONS

Multilateral Bureau

The creation of the Multilateral Bureau is in recognition of Fiji’s contribution and strategic role
in the multilateral fora. The multilateral missions based in New York (USA), Brussels
(Belgium) and Geneva (Switzerland) plays an important role in the implementation of Fiji’s
foreign policy at the multi-lateral and international forums. Furthermore, it recognizes the
increasing volume of work generated from the engagements and commitments Fiji has in these
forums. Important multilateral and international issues for Fiji include climate negotiations,
inter-governmental consultations under the UNCLOS on BBNJ, Ocean’s Conference in New
York, UN peacekeeping commitments and the depositing of instruments for international treaties
and conventions. The Bureau is also responsible for all multilateral and international issues
from all Missions.

Oceania Bureau

The Bureau is responsible for the Missions in Canberra (Australia), Wellington (New Zealand),
Port Moresby (PNG) and the Roving Ambassador’s Division. Fiji’s key traditional partners of
Australia and New Zealand continue to provide support in the critical sectors of education and
health, not to mention their contribution to the tourism sector. The Ministry will be looking to
strengthen engagement with the vast Fijian diaspora communities in both countries.

Through the Mission in Port Moresby, the Ministry will continue to actively engage with Papua
New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and Front de Liberation Nationale Kanak et Socialiste
(FLNKS), and the Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG), in order to ensure that Fiji’s role and
contribution in the Melanesian region remains relevant.

The Roving Ambassador’s Division is responsible for Pacific Regional Affairs (apart from the
MSG issues, which are looked after by the PNG mission) and the CROP agencies. The Roving
Ambassador is also the Special Envoy to the CROP agencies.

Asia Bureau

The Bureau serves the missions based in Beijing (China), Jakarta (Indonesia), Kuala Lumpur
(Malaysia), New Delhi (India), Seoul (South Korea) and Tokyo (Japan).

As a region, Asia has the highest population in the world and not surprisingly, it has some of the
biggest and fastest growing economies as well. Fiji’s expanded ‘Look North Policy’ has been
very successful in this region in terms of bilateral relations, trade and development aid and the
Ministry will continue to maintain its strategic focus in strengthening relations in this very
important region.

AAMEER Bureau

The AAMEER Bureau is responsible for the Missions in Abu Dhabi (UAE), Addis Ababa
(Ethiopia), London (United Kingdom), Brasilia (Brazil) and Washington (USA) and the bilateral
issues from Cuba and Jamaica through the New York Mission. These Missions are Fiji’s
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windows to the continent of Americas, Africa, the Middle-East and Europe regions. They are
significantly important regions since the USA, the UK and the Middle East continue to serve as
source countries for remittances while the EU has been a major importer of Fiji’s sugar.

Labour migration is something that Government is seriously considering as a means to address
unemployment. The Ministry will identify and focus on specific areas to secure opportunities
that will benefit the people of Fiji. It is noted that apart from the Middle Eastern countries of
Iraq, Egypt (Sinai) and Israel/Syria (Golan Heights), the African countries of Liberia, Sudan and
South Sudan also have placements of Fijian security personnel working under UN mandated
missions. There are also a growing number of Fijian civilians employed in various countries on
the continent. The Bureau is also responsible for the bilateral issues from the Brussels and
Geneva Missions.

OPERATIONS TEAM

Corporate Services Division

The Division is responsible to the Permanent Secretary for assisting with facilitating key human
resource management that involves the following: recruitment and selection, contracting, reward,
motivation, remuneration, termination of the Ministry’s human resource and management of
assets. These key human resource activities involves additional activities that cover job analysis,
human resource planning or employment planning, recruitment and selection, performance
appraisal and human resource development, compensation and benefits, industrial or employee
relations and effective health and safety programmes.

Finance Division

The Division report to the Permanent Secretary for financial matters. The Division provides
financial oversight and management of financial resources and guarantees that all expenditures
and revenue collections are in compliance with the budgetary provisions under the Finance
Instructions, Finance Manual and the Fiji Overseas Service Regulations (FOSR). The Division
also ensures the effective implementation and upgrading of the Financial Management
Information System (FMIS).

PROTOCOL AND CONSULAR DIVISION

The Division ensures that diplomatic obligations are accorded to diplomatic missions, the
diplomatic community, regional and international organizations. The work is guided by the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations (1961) the Vienna Convention on Consular
Relations (1963) and Fiji’s Diplomatic Privileges and Immunities Act (1971). An important
responsibility of the Division is to enhance Fiji’s international standing and strengthen its
diplomatic ties. The Division also ensures that diplomats including international public servants
based in Fiji adhere to diplomatic conventions and laws under the Diplomatic Privileges and
Immunities Act. The Division is also responsible for planning and coordinating regional and
international conferences hosted by the Government of Fiji and carries out protocol arrangements
for distinguished guests of the State and for dignitaries travelling overseas.
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11" Group of 20 (G20) Summit

The 11" G20 Summit, themed ‘Building an innovative, invigorated, interconnected and inclusive
world’, was convened in Hangzhou, Zhejiang from 4 — 5 September, 2016. The Summit’s
fundamental objective was to implement the consensus reached at the previous G20 Summits,
and emphasized on innovation, reform and development.

The G20 represents 85% of global GDP, 80% of international trade and 65% of the world's
population and is considered one of the most influential platforms for global financial
governance.

Key Outcomes of the Summit included a blueprint for innovative growth; an action plan
mapping out towards the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda; priority areas, guiding
principles and a set of indicators for structural reform have been identified; a strategy for global
trade, growth has been formulated; guiding principles for global investment policymaking have
been outlined; international financial reform will be advanced; a well-rounded anti-graft
cooperation framework has been established; support has been voiced for industrialization of the
world’s least developed countries; an entrepreneurship action plan has been rolled out; and
efforts have been made to push forward enactment of the Paris Agreement.

11™ International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) Council

IRENA is mandated to be the global hub for renewable energy cooperation and information
exchange by 147 Members (146 States and the European Union). IRENA promotes the
widespread adoption and sustainable use of all forms of renewable energy, in the pursuit of
sustainable development, energy access, energy security and low-carbon economic growth and
prosperity.

Fiji participated in the 11™ IRENA Council meeting from 24 -29 May 2016 in Abu Dhabi. As
one of the 21 members elected to serve on the Council; Fiji actively participates in the Council
activities and liaison in collaboration with the Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport. Fiji was
represented at the IRENA Council meeting in Abu Dhabi by Director Energy Paula Katirewa and
FS Solo Momoivalu.

Fiji’s last act on the Council had been to deliver an Ethics Board Report as head of the Ethics
Advisory Board of the Council together with Ethiopia and India.

72™! Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) Session

The 72" UNESCAP Commission Session and meeting took place on 15-19 May in Bangkok.
Fiji’s delegation to the Commission Session was led by the Prime Minister whose
responsibilities included handing over the Chairmanship of the 71* Commission Session to the
incoming Chair Prime Minister of Tajikistan.

On the margins of the 72* Commission Session, the Prime Minister had three separate bilateral
meetings with the Executive Secretary of UNESCAP, Ms. Shamshad Akhtar; the Deputy Prime
Minister of Thailand, General Tanasak Patimapragorn; and the Parliamentary Vice-Minister for
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Foreign Affairs of Japan, Mr. Masakazu Hamachi. The Minister for Industry, Trade and
Tourism, Hon. Faiyaz Koya, also paid a working visit to Malaysia on 17-20 May. The purpose of
his visit was to examine Malaysia’s SME set up and to draw on useful lessons that could help
Fiji improve its SME framework including his Ministry’s support to local SMEs.

12™ Session of APCTT

High Commissioner Malaysia, Kolinio Takali attended the 12" Session of the Governing
Council of the Asia and Pacific Centre of the Transfer of Technology (APCTT), Islamabad,
Pakistan from 9 — 12 December 2016. He was elected as Vice Chair and amongst his
interventions included addressing Fiji’s needs for efficient ICT infrastructure and tools for
natural disaster risk reduction and technology for carbon foot print assessment. High
Commissioner also sought APCTT’s assistance in these areas. In this regard, the Trade,
Investment and Innovation arm of the UNESCAP indicated its support to provide research
capacity particularly to natural disaster risk reduction where it has expertise.

2" Meeting of the Regional Steering Group for Civil Registration and Vital Statistics

The Minister of Health and Medical Services, Hon. Jone Usamate chaired the 2™ meeting of the
Regional Steering Group for Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) in Bangkok,
Thailand from 6 to 7 September 2016. He was supported by High Commissioner Takali and PR
to ESCAP, Counsellor Tagicakirewa and Mr. Shivnay Naidu, Director IT with the Ministry of
Health and Medical Services. The Regional Steering Group comprises of 30 members: 22
member States and 8 development partners. It provides guidance for the implementation of the
Regional Action Framework on CRVS in Asia and the Pacific, and is entrusted to act as
custodian of the Asia and Pacific CRVS Decade (2015 - 2024). During the meeting, the Regional
Steering Group: 1) reviewed the key findings of the baseline report under the Regional Action
framework and the recommendations by the 72" Commission session, ii) evaluated the main
achievements of the Regional Steering Group and identified priorities (immediate and future);
and ii1) identified key priorities for regional support.

73" UNESCAP Commission Session

The seventy-third session of the Commission was held from 15 to 19 May 2017 at the United
Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok. The session comprised of the senior officials segment,
which was held from 15 to 17 May, and the ministerial segment from the afternoon of 17 to 19
May. The Special Body on Least Developed, Landlocked Developing and Pacific Island
Developing Countries was also held on 16 May.

Fiji’s delegation to the 73" Commission Session was led by the Minister for Employment,
Productivity and Industrial Relations, Hon. Jone Usamate, and included the Minister for
Fisheries and Oceans Champion, Hon. Semi Koroilavesau; High Commissioner Malaysia,
Kolinio Takali; Counsellor Pita Tagicakirewa; and Foreign Service Officer (FSO) Mr. Semisi
Seruitanoa. Hon. Usamate delivered Fiji’s country statement based on the theme ‘Regional
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Cooperation for Sustainable Energy’. He also took part in a high-level panel discussion based on
ESCAP’s flagship publication ‘Economic and Social Survey 2017°. Hon Usamate was also one
of the panelists for a side event sponsored by the Government of Sri Lanka on the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development. Hon Koroilavesau was also elected as one of the Vice Chairs of
the 73" Commission Session. As Vice Chair, he also presided over some plenary sessions. He
took part in a high-level panel discussion on Regional Economic Cooperation and Integration,
and was also a panelist in Fiji’s side event. HC Takali and FSO Seruitanoa represented Fiji at the
Committee of the Whole 1 during the Senior Officials Segment. HC delivered 3 statements under
their respective agenda items.

Counsellor Tagicakirewa represented Fiji at the Committee of the Whole 2 where he delivered 2
statements under their respective agenda items. He was also elected Vice Chair of the Working
Group on Draft Resolutions and negotiated Fiji’s resolution titled ‘Strengthening Asia-Pacific’s
support for the UN Conference in support of the implementation of SDG 14°.

Fiji sponsored Resolution on ‘Strengthening Asia-Pacific support for the UN Conference in
support of the implementation of SDG 14’ was adopted at the 73" Commission Session. A side
event on ‘Supporting the implementation of SDG 14’ was also organised by Fiji during the
Commission Session. Speakers to this session included the Prime Minister of Tuvalu, Minister
for Fisheries & Oceans Champion, Bangladesh’s Ambassador to Thailand, and Thailand’s
Ambassador to the Russian Federation, UNEP and ESCAP. The Resolution and the main issues
raised during the side event would be taken up to New York during the Oceans Conference in
June and the HLPF in July.

The Minister for Employment, Productivity, and Industrial Relations Hon Jone Usamate also led
Fiji’s delegation to the 4™ Thailand-Pacific Island Forum in Bangkok from 20 — 21 May 2017.
He was accompanied by High Commissioner and Non-resident Ambassador to Thailand Kolinio
Takali and Counsellor Tagicakirewa. The meeting discussed on-going cooperation between
Thailand and PICs.

Peacekeeping — New York

The New York Mission through MPA’s office received UNIFIL Troops Reimbursement to Fiji
for the last 3 months only from Feb-April, 2016. The Fiji Government had been reimbursed for
UNIFIL for the last 3 months with the sum of $US583,416 which is equivalent to $F1,166,832
million dollars. Therefore from 2014 — 2016, the Ministry of Economy through Fiji’s Reserve
Bank have received from the UN for the UNIFIL Troops reimbursement of approximately $F15
million dollars. This troop reimbursement is for a total of 147 troops in UNIFIL only. UNDOF
Troops has 342 RFMF UN peacekeepers with UNAMI has a total of 169 RFMF peacekeepers.

Visit by His Excellency the President: Lebanon/Iraqg/Israel/Egypt/Ethiopia/South Sudan

His Excellency the President of Fiji Jioji Konousi Konrote accompanied by Ambassador
Tikoitoga made a tour to the Middle East to visit the Fijian peacekeeping troops in Baghdad
serving under UNAMI, the Golan Heights and those serving under the banner of the MFO in
Sinai (Egypt) and South Sudan serving under UNMISS from 20 October to 1 November 2016.
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and Fiji-Korea Friendship Association Forum

The 2™ Fiji-Korea Friendship Association Forum took place at the Pacific Hotel, Seoul on 2
February, 2016 with over 20 members including Honorary Consul for Daegu, Mr. Yong-Hee
Song and faculties of universities of Handong Global University (HGU) and Korea Development
Institute (KDI). The Chairperson of Fiji-Korea Friendship Association, Ms. Eun-Sook Kim
thanked the guests and the Fiji Mission for their participation and continued support. In her
speech Ms. Kim informed that the Fiji- Korea association will work towards the benefit of both
Fiji and Korea in terms of expanding investment and business opportunities.

Ambassador Filimone Kau stated the expectation of the Fiji-Korea Friendship Association’s role
between two countries was to boost cooperation and to attract investment and tourists to Fiji.
Ambassador Kau thanked the guests on behalf of the Fijian Government and said the Fiji
Mission in Korea will cooperate with the Fiji-Korea Friendship Association and work closely
with full support for both countries’ interests and benefits to enhance investments and other
development cooperation.

There had been two (2) presentations that enabled guests to better understand Fiji and Korea’s
relationship and current status on business opportunities and available investments to seek
cooperation from both the public and private sectors.

PROMOTION OF ECONOMIC AND PUBLIC DIPLOMACY

PROMOTION OF TRADE, TOURISM AND INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Korea International Tourism Show 2016

The Mission attended one of the biggest Tourism Exposition in Korea — Korea International
Tourism Show 2016 which was held in KINTEX dome, Ilsan city, North of Seoul during the
month. It was the first for the Fiji Mission in Korea to join the Korea International Tourism
Show Committee in order to continue promoting Fiji not only tourism and culture but also sports
sector in conjunction with the first Olympic gold medal in rugby. The organizer of the Korea
International Tourism Show hosted 18 foreign countries and over 70 local governments and 250
tourism-related firms.

The Mission received lots of congratulatory remarks from Korean visitors during the three (3)
days especially on the victory of the Fiji Rugby Sevens team at the Rio Olympics. Koreans
acknowledged the teams’ outstanding performance against Great Britain in the Gold Medal
playoff. The Korea International Show 2016 was an additional channel for the Fiji Mission to
promote beautiful landmarks in Fiji by handing out Tourism Fiji brochures and the introduction
of well-known resorts and activities. The tropically decorated Fiji booth was set up to show
visitors the Pacific Countries’ atmosphere and give some thoughts of real Fiji through the
presentation of Fijian made products as well as traditional artefacts.
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Fijian Projects under Global Environment Facility (GEF)

The Global Environment Facility had been established in 1992 to assist in addressing critical
environmental problems being faced by the globe. Fiji has 13 approved National Projects, 35
approved Regional and Global Projects while 1 Project was cancelled. The projects are FSP (full
size projects) MSP (medium size projects) and EP (Enabling Projects)

The 13 National Projects range from National Biodiversity Strategy Action Plan, Clearing House
Mechanism Enabling Activity, Renewable Energy Hybrid Power Systems, National
Implementation Plan for the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants for Fiji,
Biodiversity Enabling Activity, Capacity Building, Review and update National Implementation
Plan for the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants for Fiji, etc.

The challenge is the slow execution of projects which needs to be addressed by the various
coordinators of GEF-funded projects as the GEF Funding Cycle is on a 4-year basis and Fiji will
not be able to access more funding if the current allocations are not fully utilised.

Kadavu Micro-Grid Solar Project

This US$1.5 million pilot project on Smart-Grid Energy system on Namara village in Kadavu is
co-funded by Woojin Industrial Systems Company of Korea and the Korean Government
through the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy. The Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport
of the Republic of Fiji is fully supporting this Renewable Energy project.

The Company is now working with a Fiji Government Taskforce team on the implementation of
this renewable energy —Micro-Grid System project. A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) on
the project had been drafted by the Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport and has been
endorsed by the Cabinet office. The container of equipment was also received by the Ministry of
Infrastructure and Transport for the commencement of work.

Korea World Travel Fair (KOTFA) Busan Tour Expo

The Fiji Embassy Seoul participated in 19™ KOTFA International Travel Fair in Busan city,
Sothern Korea as a continuing effort since 2013 to increase Korean tourists to Fiji and to
promote the exotic Fijian culture. Honorary Consul for Busan, Mr. Ho-Young Yeom participated
in the VIP opening ceremony and had been stationed at the Fiji booth to support the Mission. He
acknowledged the Mission’s continuous efforts towards promoting Fiji not only increased public
awareness but also attracted many Korean tourists to Fiji.

The Fijian booth which was tropically and traditionally decorated attracted many visitors, who
enjoyed the friendly island atmosphere which was showcased. The Korean Travel TV show on
Fiji was also played to give lively information to the visitors. Paradise Bio Sugar donated 250
packages of Fiji raw sugar to distribute to visitors as an introduction to the Fijian made product.
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Tourism Fiji’s Luxury & Couples 2016 Roadshow

The Fiji Mission in New Zealand facilitated and participated in the Tourism Fiji’s Luxury &
Couples 2016 Roadshow in Wellington on 8 September 2016 at the Intercontinental Hotel. The
Luxury and Couples Roadshow gave travel agents an opportunity to meet and talk directly with
operators from Fiji’s Luxury and Couples products and destination. Operators at the Roadshow
included Lomani Island Resort, Yasawa Island Resort, Grand Pacific Hotel, Tropica Island
Resort, Blue Lagoon Cruise, Qamea Resort and Spa Fiji, Royal Davui Island Fiji, Jean —Michel
Cousteau Resort —Fiji, Matamanoa, Sofitel, Yatule and Likuliku.

Other parts of New Zealand that the Luxury and Couple Roadshow visited included Palmerston
North, Christchurch, Hamilton, Auckland city and North Shore Auckland

The roadshow updated travel agents about the Fiji tourism products that they currently sell, as
well as details about exciting new destinations and Luxury & Couples products to help maximize
selling opportunities. This will in turn entice more New Zealand tourists to Fiji ultimately having
a positive multiplier effect on Fiji’s economy.

Sugar Marketing - PBS Sugar

Paradise Bio-Sugar (PBS) held a trade promotion exposition in the Southern city of Busan, South
Korea. The general aim of the trade exposition by PBS was to increase the marketing of the
imported raw sugar to Fiji in all the regions of Korea.

The marketing promotion of Fiji sugar attracted more than five thousand visitors to the PBS
booth. Fijians studying in South Korea, Mr. Ponipate Korovulvula and Ms. Lice Talemaivatuwiri
volunteered to assist PBS in their trade exposition and promotion of raw Fiji sugar in Busan.
Under the new signed contract PBS has the exclusive rights to import around 1,000 tons of raw
sugar from Fiji every month. Fiji sugar is sold under the retail brand name FRAUSTA.

PBS had also signed a new contract with Fiji Sugar Corporation (FSC) on 11 February 2016.
Under the new contract PBS will import one thousand tons of raw sugar per month from FSC to
Republic of Korea for next five years.

7t Fiji Korea Friendship Association Forum

The 7% Fiji-Korea Friendship Association Forum took place at the Pacific Hotel, Myeongdong,
Seoul, Thursday with over 30 members including Honorary Consul for Daegu, Mr. Yong-Hee
Song, Honorary Consul for Busan Mr. Ho-Young-Yeom and other businessmen to share and
discuss mutual interest towards Fiji. The Fiji-Korea Friendship Association had been established
in April, 2015 and currently has over 70 members, consisting of businessmen, tourism
companies as well as people from the public sectors. The members of the association agreed to
hold regular forum once a month with the Mission’s support to look at new strategies to increase
tourism figures, bilateral trade and enhance involvement of Korean investors in Fiji.
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The visit also provided a platform for MFAT to highlight New Zealand’s position on PACER
PLUS negotiations. The MFAT officials emphasized that only signatories to PACER PLUS will
participate in the new labour mobility initiatives and the Labour Mobility Annual Meeting - a
platform for cooperation.

Thailand’s Sufficiency Economy Philosophy

Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP) was introduced as an approach for sustainable
development which espoused moderation, reasonableness and prudence as development
framework based on knowledge and virtue. The Philosophy attaches great importance to human
development at all levels and emphasizes the need to strengthen community’s capacity to ensure
a balanced way of life and resilience, with full respect for the environment.

The concept of SEP aligns with many goals and targets across the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, some of the more prominent applications of the SEP in our sustainable
development endeavor include poverty eradication, food security, sustainable economic growth,
sustainable industrialization and sustainable consumption and production. As an approach and
mindset framework, SEP can be applied with all 17 SDGs and therefore could support and
complement the successful implementation and realization of the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable
Development.

Over the recent years, Thailand has been able to share with international community the
application of SEP, our home-grown approach to sustainable development. A partnership had
been finalised between the Macuata Provincial Council and the Thailand International
Cooperation Agency on the implementation of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP). The
implementation of the SEP will focus on sustainable agriculture.

Rural Development-Saemaul-Undong Project — South Korea

There are three (3) projects under the Samael-undong Project mainly, the Nabavatu Project,
Silana, Tailevu Project and the Navatuyaba Project. The 3 villages of Nabavatu, Silana and
Navatuyaba have continued to push for their two projects. The villages are now embarking on
their second project which is the utilization of unused land close to the village.

An inspection was carried on the works of the Nabavatu Project. The waste recycle extraction
point has already been identified in a previous report whereas the land utilization has already
commenced with phase one being the fish pond. The second stage of the project is centered on
cassava planting for subsistence and commercial purposes. Phase 2 of the project is currently
underway.

In respect to the Silana and Tailevu Project, both of these are on waste recycling and land
utilization have been implemented and are ongoing. For the Navatuyaba Project, the first project
on waste disposal is currently underway with the assistance of the Department of Environment
on awareness-raising.
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